


Dear Friends,

In an ordinary childhood, summer means joy. Vacations, beach days, camp, and exciting adventures with families and friends await. However, 

for far too many children experiencing foster care, life is anything but ordinary. The trauma of being separated from family, friends and 

community is compounded by feeling isolated and different. Summer can be a terribly lonely time. The normalcy and routine of school is absent, 

extracurricular options are limited, and the sense of solitude can be overwhelming.

Happy Trails for Kids is here to change this reality. As camper James recently said about attending Happy Trails, “At camp, I get to feel ordinary.” 

His words struck the heart of our mission. Happy Trails is focused on creating community, a sense of belonging, introducing new experiences and 

celebrating the essence of the ordinary joys of childhood.

In 2022, we brought camping, connections and confidence into the lives of nearly 500 children. In just a few weeks, hundreds more happy, 

giggling campers will be boarding the bus and heading to our overnight summer camp for the experience of a lifetime. With so many names still 

on our waiting list, we are planning for the future. We remain committed to making our program accessible to the thousands of children in foster 

care in and around Los Angeles County.

We are grateful to our partners, supporters, friends, staff, caregivers and campers who make our work possible, and who share our belief that 

experiencing “ordinary” is extraordinary.

Message from
the Executive Director

Lindsay Elliott, JD, MSW
Executive Director Happy Trails for Kids
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SERENDIPIT Y

...
HAPPY TRAILS FOR KIDS transforms the lives 
of children and youth experiencing foster 
care by building a supportive community 
through the magic of camp and year-round 
programming.

OUR
MISSION A lot of us are on paths

different from what we planned.

Many of us have felt alone

but not in Happy Trails for Kids Land.

There is a feeling of unity 

in our foster kid community.

Activities stretch our being

with things we’ve never seen

through trial and error at times

like on a surfboard that one climbs.

It challenges us to face our fears, 

adapt to change, but among cheers.

We tell ourselves to try and try.

When we get up the win is a high. 

Happy Trails to me 

Is serendipity.
By Junior Counselor,
C. Penaloza
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Camp
Thanks to our incredible staff, partners, supporters, 

and most importantly, CAMPERS, Happy Trails 

brought the magic of summer camp to over 300 

children growing up in foster care. Our camp theme 

this year was “You have a Friend in Me” – which 

really goes to the heart of our program…friendship, 

laughter, community, adventure and fun for 

children in foster care.

I often think of the camper who told me that before 

she discovered Happy Trails, she dreaded returning 

to school in the fall. Teachers and other kids would 

ask her what she did over the summer....and she 

had nothing to share. Now, she can’t wait to share 

about Happy Trails and all of the new experiences 

she has at camp. She sings her favorite camp 

songs and talks about what it was like to ride a 

horse for the first time, or take a night swim in a 

lake, or ride a zip line down a mountain in Big Bear. 

Camp is an experienced-based intervention. 

Campers draw on their experiences at camp to help 

navigate their everyday lives; to find comfort in 

the connections made with friends and counselors 

when loneliness or uncertainty emerges; to 

demonstrate confidence when facing a new 

challenge or opportunity and to remind themselves 

that they matter and are loved. 

CAMP IMPACT

Countless Smiles
and Laughs...

95%

80%

95%

of Campers report feeling 
more optimistic after
returning from camp

of Campers participate in 
year-round programming 
engagements

of Junior Counselors report 
their training and partici-
pation in youth leadership 
prepared them for academic 
and career opportunities.

81%

98%

Caregiver and youth
relationships are improved 
following camp

of Campers indicate a 
desire to return to camp 
in the future
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Campers never have to pack their bags 

at Happy Trails for Kids. Our model of 

year-round engagement is intentional and 

impactful. With our reunion events, youth 

have opportunities to strengthen their 

relationships while exploring new paths, 

learning new skills, or simply having a fun 

weekend together. In 2022, Happy Trails 

for Kids hosted 36 educational or recre-

ational reunion events. 

Specialized Programs
Trails to Success: Programming to help prepare 

older youth to live accomplished and happy lives, 

including leadership development, career readiness 

and individualized outreach and support.

Happy Trails Hangouts: In partnership with Happy 

Camper Live, campers participate in monthly 

virtual extracurricular experiences. With exciting 

guest facilitators and the opportunity to spend 

time with camp counselors and friends, Hangouts 

brings children together for fun, safe and accessible 

extracurricular activities.

Mobile Photo Lab: Too often children growing up in 

foster care report an absence of childhood photos. 

The Photo Lab project ensures campers not only 

leave camp with a scrapbook of camp memories, 

but a documentation of their life experiences and 

friendships.

Hoof to Heart: An equine education and exploration 

program designed to help children foster an 

appreciation to horses and benefit from the 

therapeutic experience connected to these majestic 

animals.
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Taste of Camp 

Thank you to our Happy Trails friends for 

making our 5th Annual Taste of Camp an 

unforgettable night of celebration. This year’s 

event, hosted by Bixel and Company and held on 

the charming cobblestone streets of Two Via Rodeo 

in Beverly Hills, raised over $300,000 to support 

children in foster care! 

We heard from Happy Trails’ incredible counselors, 

who spoke about their personal experiences in 

foster care and the lasting impact Happy Trails has 

had in their personal, professional and academic 

endeavors. It was an evening where we all 

came together - for a cause, and for kids, we can 

rally and unite around. 

Winter Toy Drive & Camp

Camp isn’t only for the summer! With over 130 

children in attendance, we shivered our way 

through one of the coldest winter camps in 

memory! Our hearts remained warm with the 

holiday cheer and generosity shown to our 

cause….and kids!

We received hundreds of toy donations, and each 

camper was gifted customized holiday presents - 

bringing smiles and warming hearts. A huge thank 

you to the fantastic team at Pali Adventures Camp. 

We are so grateful to Andy and Jen Wexler and 

the entire Pali team for their generosity in helping 

make Winter Camp a reality. 

Above, Susan Abrams,  Happy Trails President
and Lindsay Elliott, Happy Trails Executive Director

Cheyenne Roan-Santini,
Happy Trails Camp Counselor
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The Janet and Sonny
Salter Scholarship Fund

The Janet and Sonny Salter Scholarship Foundation was established to provide 

financial support to campers and counselors enrolled in college. Janet and Max 

“Sonny” Salter, along with their daughter Pepper, were instrumental in founding 

Happy Trails for Kids. 

Congratulations to Zachary Carter, the recipient of the 2023 Janet & Sonny 

Salter Scholarship Award. Zach is currently completing his freshman year at 

Cal Poly Pomona. Zach has been part of Happy Trails for the past 5 years – first 

as a camper, then Junior Counselor, and now serves as a Camp Counselor. In 

describing his commitment to Happy Trails, Zach wrote, “I want to be a good role 

model and leader for other kids like me when I had just entered the system and 

to give kids in the foster system a space where they can be themselves.” Happy 

Trails is honored to have Zach as part of our camp family. Congratulations on 

your academic endeavors and keep up the good work!
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September Sucher, Camp Director 
Vincent Stevens, Assistant Camp Director
Angela Alvarado, Leadership Team
Gerardo Flores, Leadership Team
Nadia Gonzalez, Leadership Team
Stephanie Mojica, Leadership Team
Ash Velasco, Leadership Team
Jasmine Steele, Leadership Team

When Happy Trails counselor Carolina sent a message to her camper, J.L. about how 
proud she was of her, J.L. responded with this message “Thank you, but it is really you 
who should be proud. Because of you, I was inspired to not give up and keep pushing for 
a better life. You are my inspiration”.

OUR TEAM
Our Board of Directors Our Leadership Team
CHAIRMAN
Jon Abrams, JD
Partner
Abrams Brown LLP

PRESIDENT
Susan Abrams, JD
Policy Director
Children’s Law Center

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lindsay Elliott, JD, MSW
Happy Trails for Kids

SECRETARY & TREASURER
Mark Hikin, JD, MBA
Vice President, Real Estate Legal Affairs
Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc

Deanna Cooke, Ph.D.
Director of Engaged Learning
Loyola Marymount University

Erika Frank, BA
Founder
Erika Frank Interiors

Charlotte Hunt Harvey, BA
Senior Director, Chief of Staff to the CEO
Dropbox

Ronda Jackson, CID, NCIDQ
Serial Entrepreneur and Advocate
Studio D Contract Finishes

Jeffrey Schwartz, BS
Founder and Managing Partner
Corbel Capital Partners
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THE
ROBERT NELSON

F O U N D A T I O N

TAILWINDS
FOUNDATION

CONRAD N. HILTON FOUNDATION’S
FOSTER YOUTH INITIATIVE FUND

administered by Whittier Trust
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 THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR
PARTNERS, SPONSORS

AND SUPPORTERS.

Every dollar contributed makes a difference
in our ability  to improve the lives of

children in foster care.

$50,000 +
Salter Family Charitable Foundation
The Tailwinds Foundation
William Gumpert Foundation
County of Los Angeles
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation’s
Foster Youth Initiative Fund,
administered by Whittier Trust

$25,000 +
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Robert Nelson Foundation

$10,000 +
Corbel Capital Partners
Gillan Abercrombie Frame
Tessa Brand
Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund
Charlotte & Steve Harvey
Felix Organization
Louis Lucido
The Rose Hills Foundation
Zolla Family Foundation
Scott Salter
Erika & Jay Frank
David & Marissa Boyle
Natalie & Asa Greenberg
Jeff Brush
Jeffrey & Rachel Schwartz
Hilde & Reza Leiaghat
Harriet Zaretsky & Steve Henry
Oarsmen Foundation
Pepper Edmiston
Seattle-Sonoran Foundation
The Ryan Family Fund

$5,000 +
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Jeffrey Abrams
Fidelity Charitable

$5,000 + (cont)
Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc
American Endowment Foundation
Granite Summit Inc
Eunnie Kwack & Brian Yoon
Kelsey & Eric Anders
Tim Sehn & Elizabeth Urquahart
Brett Hobbs & Lindsay Elliott 
Christopher Esse
David Boyle
Johnny Carson Foundation
Scott & Lauren Shagrin
The Barry & Wendy Meyer Foundation
Wendy Sugarman
Jon & Shannon Abrams

$1,000 +
Betsy & Michael Sacks
Behzad Shokati
The Santa Monica Rotary Club Foundation
Christopher Henderson
Sarah Van Ness
Vistas for Children
Jamie Phillips
Brian Yoon
Lisa & Scott Whitman
Dana Bronson
Kevin Carney
Marne & Phillipe Velasquez
Abrams Brown LLP
Andrew Wexler
Brianna Matz
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Margaret & Tim Henry
Patricia Friedman
The Bloomfield Family Foundation
Dabney Bixel
Jason Levin
Katrina & James Hernandez
Carolyn Giangiacomo
Michelle Bellamy 

$1,000 + (cont)
Kenneth Marmon
Mark & Amanda Hikin
Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill
Cristina Barbakow
Allyson Pfeifer
Anita Cooke
Bob Livingston
Kathryn Langer
Taylor Dudley
Nathan & Albina Hunt
Ryan Stack
Morgan Stanley
Santa Barbara Foundation
Linda Campbell
Michael & Bianca Leiaghat
Aaron Weinstein
Francesca Guagliano
Zaheeda Rahemtulla
Robbie & Michelle Vartan
Alan & Olivia Steier
Angela & Tim Peters
Elizabeth Gamsin
Heid & Shem Streeter
Jeff & Rachel Schwartz
John Cannon
Jordan & Aubrey Reisenweber
MJ Entertainment LLC dba Fun Under the Sun
Benjamin & Rachel Abrams
James & Katrina Hernandez
Maggie Hunt
Janet Rotner
Deniz Olgac
Adam Segel
Alejandra & Jon Sorenson
Beverly Ouellette
Charlene Young
Des Walsh
Diana Iglesias
Emma & Michale Tellum
Juliana & James Bankroft

$1,000 + (cont)
Kenneth Riemer
Kenya Hall
Kimberly & Jeff Chemerinsky
Kristen & Kyle Jeffers
Matthew Abrams
Matthew Gold
Michael & Lori Milken Family
Michael Jones
Pam Olson
Robert & Cheryl Orgel
The Drollinger Family Charitable Foundation
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